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Dear Friends, 
 

March holds so much meaning with St. Joseph’s Day on March 19th and 
St. Patrick’s Day on March 17th.  And for us, as a sponsored work of the 
Daughters of Charity, March 15th is dear to our hearts. That is the feast 
day of St. Louise de Marillac, who with St. Vincent de Paul founded the 
Daughters of Charity in 1633 in France. St. Louise was known for her 
strong intellect, organizational skills, and her ability to get things done. 
She inspired countless people to do more for those in need. In this 
newsletter, you will find evidence of the many collaborations we have 
cultivated to bring additional 
and more effective services to 
those in our programs who face 
daily challenges.  
 

                 With Gratitude,  

                 Lisa                      

 

 

Some  of our small but mighty staff 

(with Lisa, bottom left) who bring 

passion and creativity to our programs 

every day. St. Louise would be proud!  

Monique (back row, right) is the leader of Beyond Beautiful, a 
brand new club at our Austin site.  Here, she mentors young 
women ages 10-14. This is the first St. Joseph Services 
mentoring group designed specifically for girls. Monique leads 
discussions on such topics as conflict resolution, goal planning, 
navigating relationships, and empowerment. 
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Tom Jackson (left) of ABC Bank educates Joseph about finance 
in our Workforce Development Internship program.  This 
initiative serves part-time employees of SJS who work in the 
youth program in Austin. It provides an opportunity for 
participants to further their education and improve their 
earning potential. They learn practical skills such as leadership 
development, personal finance, academic planning, and 
mental health and wellness counseling. 

www.stjosephservices.org 

See What’s New 
 on Facebook. 

 

Go to our page,  
click “Liked” 
then check  

“Get Notifications.”  
It’s that easy! 

What’s New at 
St. Joseph Services? 



 

 

Educating Adults 

Shanna studied at Adler University (formerly, the Adler School of 
Professional Psychology).  Adler requires their students to intern at 
nonprofit organizations working to resolve some of the systemic 
issues facing society. “As a person wanting to become an effective 
change agent, St. Joseph Services has really given me the hands on 
experience I need,” she expressed. 
 
Doubling her effectiveness, Shanna spent part of her time working 
directly with youth, and the other half of her time sharing the SJS 
story. “I believe St. Joseph Services employs angels,” breathed 
Shanna. Shanna worked alongside individuals who were passionate 
about what they did and the people they served. “Their hard work 
and dedication shines through the children I had the opportunity to 
work with,” she praised. 
 
While Shanna gave her time and heart to St. Joseph Services, she 
observed that, in return, SJS gave her encouragement and hope. 
Shanna commented, “They show me that I can be an effective 
change agent if I am passionate about what I believe in, active 
toward creating the change I want, and staying focused no matter 
what road blocks I may come up against.”  

www.stjosephservices.org 

Developing Youth 

Dakota is all smiles at SJS in Austin 
at St. Angela School 

Dakota, a 5th grader has enjoyed St. Joseph Services’ After 
School Program for three years. “Yes!” she exclaims, “I like 
St. Joseph Services because of the teachers ... and I get 
good grades.” Dakota notes how the program keeps her 
body and mind active. Her friends along side add to the fun 
and comradery. Dakota emphasizes that St. Joseph Services 
is where she enjoys spending her after school time. With 
positive interactions with instructors and role models, she’s 
well on her way to a positive educational experience. 

Transforming Lives 

Aida moved to Chicago from Puerto Rico over 40 years ago 
and her family has since grown. She so wanted to better 
communicate with her grandchildren, who all speak English 
as their first language. Since starting ESL classes, Aida 
expressed, “I like everything [about St. Joseph Services]. I 
want to take everything they have….It’s never too late to 
learn.” Now, Aida can go to the doctor and the pharmacy 
without struggling. What’s more, she is able to talk and 
laugh with her grandchildren. Aida states simply, “My 
family is the most important thing in my life, and I need to 
communicate with them.”  

Aida at SJS in Humboldt Park 
 at the Monsignor Thiele Center  

In addition to her studies at Adler, 
Shanna is passionate about 

improving the lives of others. 
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Interns who work at St. Joseph Services are motivated, dedicated individuals who care deeply 
about the future of their communities.  St. Joseph Services is blessed to partner with Adler 
University and the Illinois Institute of Art—Chicago, who provide interns, with each individual 
contributing hundreds of hours to the cause.  Beyond that, the heart and dedication they bring 
demonstrates the excellence of their programs.  
 
Tara, a graduate student at Adler University fulfilled Adler’s Community Service Practicum 
(CSP) at SJS. Alder places students at nonprofit organizations all over the Chicagoland area. 
“The CSP program pushes students to step outside of their comfort zones, embrace the 
school’s mission of social justice, and to really make a difference in the community,” she 
explains. “I really get the best of both worlds here at SJS,” she continues. “I’m learning about 

how nonprofits operate, and I get to end my day by directly 
making a difference in people’s lives. It’s the perfect balance.”  
 
Catherine Brokenshire of The Illinois Institute of Art—Chicago (AI) knew that the school 
wanted to involve students in community service and partnered with SJS. AI began employing 
their students at SJS, garnering outstanding reviews. “All of our students that work [at St. 
Joseph Services] rave about it. They all love their jobs and never want to leave,” beams Iris 
Johnson, Student Employment Advisor. She explains that many of the students have no 
previous work experience, and interning at SJS helps them boost their resumes. This 
relationship proves to be mutually beneficial:  both the intern and the SJS student gain 
valuable skills and knowledge that can help them in their future endeavors.  
 

St. Joseph Services thanks all our caring, dedicated interns! 

SJS & Interns Grow 

 

Accomplishments 

In Humboldt Park, we’re 
expanding capacity 30% 

 

 From 45 to 60 kids in 
Winter Camp and 

 From 70 to 90 adults in 
Computer Literacy. 

According to Independent Sector, volunteer 
time is worth $22.55 per hour. That means our 

      13 interns will contribute up to  

4,413 hours in 6 short months worth 
 

$99,513! 

SJS After School 
Program in Austin 

added a  

Woodworking 
Club  

on Friday afternoons. 

Our  

Christmas 
potluck   

brought together 

students, 
volunteers,  
and staff. 

Tara of Adler University—
committed to the community 

Our staff bussed adult learners from 

Avondale to Humboldt Park 
to help build community during 

our special topics classes. These topics included 

interview skills,  
Skype, Facebook, and 

renting vs. buying. 

Illinois Institute of Art interns 
Viviana, Carla, and Alexandria 



 

 

Visit Us 
 

St. Joseph Services 
1501 N. Oakley Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60622 
www.stjosephservices.org 
 

St. Joseph Services 
Administrative Office 
1501 N. Oakley Blvd. 

Chicago, Il 60622 
(773) 278-0484 
(at Josephinum 

Academy) 

Austin 
1322 N. Massasoit Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60651 
(at St. Angela School) 

 
 
 

Austin 
510 N. Central Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60651 

(at Austin Community 
Resource Center) 

 
 

Humboldt Park 
1510 N. Claremont Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60622 
(at St. Aloysius Parish 

Monsignor Thiele 
Center) 

 

Avondale 
3043 N. Francisco Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60618 
(at Resurrection Parish) 

 
 
 

Glenview 
3535 Thornwood Ave. 

Glenview, IL 60026 
(at St. Catherine 
Laboure Parish) 

 

 

April 18—Join us for Team Trivia Night  
 in Hinsdale! Sign up on our website.
 Sponsored by: 

Volunteers Upcoming Events 

Generously printed by 

www.multipkg.com 

“It is so rejuvenating for me to show the 
children from St. Joseph Services the art at 
LUMA.  They look with fresh eyes.  They are 
eager and have fun and bright things to 
say.  Their excitement is contagious… LUMA's 
motto is Art Illuminating the Spirit.  The 
children gladden mine to no end.” 

 - Jonathan Canning, 
Loyola Museum of Art 

For more information about volunteering 
with St. Joseph Services, please contact us 

at (773) 278-0484 or e-mail 
volunteer@stjosephservices.org.  

April 30—Humboldt Park Family Night 

May 15—Austin Night of the Arts 

mailto:volunteer@stjosephservices.org

